
That Comfort Zone
By Paul L. Miller

n 1944, when I was ten years old, I spent eight
weeks of the sum mer work ing on the farm of my
un cle and aunt, Da vid M. and Laura (Wagler)
Miller.  Each fore noon and af ter noon for a few

hours, Un cle Da vid had me walk among and keep an eye
on his small herd of about a dozen milk cows as they
grazed in the ditches be side the ru ral roads two miles east
of Par tridge, Kan sas.  I was com fort able do ing that.

One day, Un cle Da vid gave me a new as sign ment.  He
asked me to do some thing for his fa ther-in-law, Pe ter
Wagler.  Old Pete kindly asked me to take the horse and
buggy to Par tridge and bring home a hun dred-pound
chunk of ice for the fam ily ice box.  I nearly pan icked.  I
had fin ished fourth grade and I could drive a horse all
right, but to do some thing I had never done be fore – and
that I feared do ing wrong – pushed me well be yond my
com fort zone.  But Pete was very re as sur ing and fi nally
per suaded me to go on that er rand.  Things worked out
well and, to my sur prise, noth ing bad hap pened!  

Why is be ing com fort able so …well – com fort able? 
While we’re ask ing ques tions, let’s ask a few more:

• Is the work of God done better by people who
make comfort priority than by people who follow
God beyond their comfort zone?

• Do those who find adventure in their walk with
God always avoid paths that others before them
have taken?

• Does God have the right to ask us to go with Him
where the future looks uncertain?

I thank God that my great-grandfa ther, Dan iel E.

Mast, ad dressed his com fort zone.  In 1886, he be lieved
God was lead ing their fam ily to move west.  When his
young wife died shortly be fore their planned de par ture, he 
faced a very dif fi cult de ci sion.  Should he give up what he
and his late wife thought God was lead ing them to do? 
Should he take the young fam ily and go West even as a
wid ower?  The farm was al ready sold.  They’d have to
make other ar range ments if they did n’t go ahead with the
move.  He must have wres tled might ily with ques tions! 
Fi nally, he went ahead, leav ing heir new born daugh ter,
Sa rah, in the care of a friendly neigh bor, a child less cou -
ple.  In spite of other neigh bors who help fully urged him
to give up his in sane idea, D.E. Mast left the beau ti ful,
pro duc tive hills of Ohio and moved to the plains of
Kansas.

Here he broke sod with a walk ing plow and worked
hard in many other ways to make a liv ing in this
sparsely-pop u lated, wind-swept land that we still call
home.  Whether or not he en joyed the ad ven ture,
Great-Grandpa Mast some how over came his fear of the
un known.

I do not en joy push ing out of my com fort zone.  I must 
not have in her ited Great-Grandpa’s cour age.  It seems
that’s how it is for many of us.  We don’t like the dis com -
fort of the un known.  We want things pre dict able and safe.  
When the un ex pected co mes up that dis turbs the sta tus
quo, we hope some one will quickly set things straight.

Is there some thing bad about be ing cau tious?  I don’t
think so.  But sev eral ex tremes must be ac knowl edged and 
avoided.

We must avoid the ex treme of in de pend ence.  The
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work of God de pends on di rec -
tion from the Holy Spirit.     

 When Je sus gave the Great
Com mis sion, He prom ised His
di rec tion and power to those who 
lean on Him.  This prom ise ap -
plies across the years to the end
of time and across the miles to
the ends of the earth.

We must avoid the ex treme 
of pri mar ily seek ing ad ven -
ture.  Man’s de sire for ad ven ture
does not jus tify ev ery new un der -
tak ing.  Sheer ad ven ture is not
rea son enough to do any thing,
but if God calls us to a task, we
honor him when we trust him to
sup ply our needs and to lead us
forward in it. 

We must avoid the ex treme 
of al ways avoid ing risk.  No one 
knows what all life will bring,
but we can come to a place of
fully com mit ting ev ery thing to
God – come what may.  When
spe cial needs arise, God will be
there and He will give us what
we need in abun dant mea sure. 
Our anx ious fears, hugged to
our selves, do not fos ter God-
hon or ing faith.

We must avoid the ex treme 
of tell ing God what to do.  The
faith ful Chris tian fol lows God’s
agenda, not his own.  Al though it 
is not in our power to earn sal va -
tion, we can obe di ently fol low
His Word and this we must do.

Prov erbs 3:5 and 6 speak
mean ing fully to this strug gle:
“Trust in the LORD with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto thine
own un der stand ing.  In all thy
ways ac knowl edge him, and he
shall di rect thy paths.”  For tu -
nately, God’s will ing ness to help
us does n’t seem to dis ap pear
when we wait lon ger than we
should to say “Yes!” to Him. 

With con fi dence in God’s
bound less wis dom and love, we
can ven ture where we have not
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gone be fore.  If He asks us to do some thing new, He will
give us what we need for the as sign ment.

I’ve been no tic ing that, when I’m yoked to Christ, He
takes the heavy end of the load.

I wish I could al ways hon estly say with Paul, When I
be came a man, I put away child ish things” (1 Cor. 13:11). 
I’m work ing on it.  When ever duty calls me out of my
com fort zone, I mean to claim this prom ise, “I can do all
things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13).  
For tu nately, the man who walks with God al ways gets
to his des ti na tion!

Taken from ‘The Calvary Messenger’/
‘The Sword and Trumpet’. 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

God’s Word Not Bound
Pas tor Alvin Larson

What are some of the facts about God’s Word as writ -
ten in the Bi ble?  He brews 12:4 reads, “For the Word of
God is quick, and pow er ful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, pierc ing even to the di vid ing asun der of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and mar row, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and in tents of the heart.”  

What great power is shown here; God’s Word can en -
ter where other forces can not.  Man can not force man to
be come con verted, man can not con vince man to be come
con verted.  All man can do is to tell the good news to theirs 
to re ceive Je sus Christ as their Sav iour.  It is only the Holy
Spirit of God work ing through the Word that can bring sal -
va tion, joy, peace to man.  Lu ther writes that “I be lieve
that I can not of my own rea son or strength be lieve in Je sus 
Christ or come to Him but that the Holy Spirit calls me
through the Word …,”  Yes, when it comes to sal va tion it
is God’s work and of His grace, and mercy all the way.  I
Pe ter 1:23, Be ing born again, not of cor rupt ible seed, but
of in cor rupt ible by the word of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever.”  If God is only given a chance to work in 
our hearts through His Word, changes will be made in ev -
ery in di vid ual who will sub mit to Him.  Romans 12:2, And 
be not con formed to this world; but be ye trans formed by
the re new ing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good, and ac cept able, and per fect, will of God.”  This be -
comes real only as the Holy Spirit speaks to us through the 
Word of God, the holy Bi ble, and we are willing to follow
and obey.

Can man mis use the Word of God?  Yes, I be lieve they 
can and are by not rightly di vid ing the Word of Truth (II
Tim o thy 2:15).  There is great dan ger in us ing the Word of
God so that the hear ers will not profit.  There is a dan ger of 

com fort ing the peo ple who are liv ing in sin and out side of
fel low ship with God that all is well.   In the Old Tes ta ment
one of the proph ets tells us that those who were meant to
be spir i tual lead ers of their day cried out say ing, “Peace,
peace when there was no peace.” (Jer e miah 6:13,14).  There
is a dan ger of false peace!

May God through His Word bring us to a liv ing re la -
tion ship with Him and then may He sanc tify us through
His Word into a fruit ful ser vice all unto His glory.  It is His
will that sin ners come to re pen tance, that fel low be liev ers
be ed i fied, and that we will re main in a re vived state un til
we see Je sus face to face.  

God’s Word is not bound and never will be. “Heaven
and earth may pass away, but my Word shall stand for -
ever” (1 Pe ter 1:25).  

Friend, if you are not sub mit ting your self unto God’s
Word, do so now for your eter nal des ti na tion de pends
upon it.

Taken from ‘The Christian Fellowship Banner’ 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Martin Luther Speaks to Us
A Chris tian Lives IN the World But Not WITH IT

We Chris tians are ad mit tedly not cit i zens here on
earth, where the worldlings dwell and have their home and 
heaven.  But our cit i zen ship, says Paul (Phil 3:20), is with
Christ in heaven, that is, in yon der life.  For this we are
wait ing.  We are hop ing to be re leased from this world as
the Jews hoped to be re leased from Bab y lon and to go
where we shall be cit i zens and lords for ever.  But since we
must con tinue in this mis ery of our Bab y lon as long as
God wills it, we should do as they were com manded to do.  
We should live with the peo ple here, eat and drink, keep
house, cul ti vate the soil, rule, be peace able in our re la tions 
with our fel low men, also pray for them un til the hour ar -
rives in which we are to depart for our home.

…But since we, as Chris tians, have the for give ness of
sins and are now the peo ple of God and chil dren of the
King dom, who no lon ger be long to this Bab y lon but to
heaven, we should also know that dur ing the time we are
still to live here among strang ers we should live godly,
hon or able, and or derly lives.  We should aid in main tain -
ing the com mon civic and do mes tic peace and by our ad -
vice and help serve and ben e fit even the wicked and
un grate ful.  Mean while, how ever, we are con tin u ally to
re mem ber and pon der our in her i tance and the King dom
for which we are des tined.   Ex po si tion of John
14:16.

Taken from ‘Martin Luther Speaks To Us’.
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Guest Ed i to rial 
RES

(I indeed count it a privilege in taking the liberty of reprinting an article by Dr. Sheldon Smith
(Editor of ‘Sword of the Lord’) who is an evangelical, conservative Baptist.  Even though we do
not necessarily agree on all secondary doctrines, the following article is very Biblical and
agreeable to my convictions!  May God richly bless the ‘Truth’ thereof - Isaiah 55:11).

What About the Un saved Who Never Hear the Gos pel?  Are they lost in Hell for ever,
or does the Lord have a pro vi sion just for them?

…It is a trou bling ques tion that de serves a forth right
scrip tural an swer.  So with dil i gence, we will set be fore
you a solid pre sen ta tion of ex actly what the Bi ble says on 
the mat ter.

Je sus Came to Save Sin ners!

Let’s be clear on this!  The rea son Je sus came to
Beth le hem, went to Golgotha, res ur rected from the dead
and as cended back to Heaven was to pur chase sal va tion
for us.

There Is No Other Way For Un saved
Sin ners To Be Saved!

Hu man rea son ing wants to plot, scheme and con coct 
a frame work that will make ex cep tions and cir cum vent
the di vine plan.  Such do ings are flawed, and they are fu -
tile!  Here’s why.

“Je sus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and
the life: no man com eth unto the Fa ther, but by me.” 
John 14:6 

“Nei ther is there sal va tion in any other: for there is
none other name un der heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved.” Acts 4:12. 

The “but by me” of John 14:6 and the “none other
name” of Acts 4:12 are in no way un clear.

Be fore we go fur ther, it is im por tant that we raise the
ques tion here – do you be lieve the Bi ble, or don’t you? 
This is sue will quickly boil down to whether you say yes
or no to this ques tion.

If you say yes, then the ar gu ment is over al ready.  On 
the other hand, if you say no, then you have very con ve -
niently dis missed the di vine au thor ity (the Bi ble) in or -
der to give place to your own imag i na tions, reasonings
and cog i ta tions. 

Think About What Je sus Said!

“I tell you, Nay: but, ex cept ye re pent, ye shall all
like wise per ish.” Luke 13:3.  “Je sus an swered and said
unto him, Ver ily, ver ily, I say unto thee, Ex cept a man be

born again, he can not see the king dom of God.”  “Mar -
vel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.”
John 3:3,7.  

In both in stances, Je sus de clared the ne ces sity of the
new birth.  Con sider fur ther His ac count of the man who
died and went to Hell in Luke 16.  “Then he said, I pray
thee there fore, fa ther, that thou wouldest send him to my
fa ther’s house.  “For I have five breth ren; that he may
tes tify unto them, lest they also come into this place of
tor ment.” Vss. 27,28.

The rich man’s five broth ers were in jeop ardy.  They
were blun der ing along, liv ing their lives, on their way to
the morgue – and to Hell.  The point is that they were un -
saved – and un told.  The fact that they were un told gave
them no re prieve and no ex emp tion – not at all.

Here is some ad di tional light on the sta tus of the un -
told mul ti tudes.

“He that be liev eth on the Son hath ev er last ing life:
and he that be liev eth not the Son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him.” John 3:36.  “For the in -
vis i ble things of him from the cre ation of the world are
clearly seen, be ing un der stood by the things that are
made, even his eter nal power and God head; so that they
are with out ex cuse.” Rom. 1:20.  “For there is no re spect 
of per sons with God.” 2:11. “For all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God.” 3:23. “Where fore, as by
one man sin en tered into the world, and death by sin; and 
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” 
“There fore as by the of fence of one judg ment came upon
all men to con dem na tion; even so by the righ teous ness of 
one the free gift came upon all men unto jus ti fi ca tion of
life.” 5:12, 18.  “For the wages of sin is death; but the
gift of God is eter nal life through Je sus Christ our Lord.”
6:23.   “And why stand we in jeop ardy ev ery hour?” 
“Awake to righ teous ness, and sin not; for some have not
the knowl edge of God: I speak this to your shame.” 1
Cor. 15:30, 34.  “For we must all ap pear be fore the judg -
ment seat of Christ; that ev ery one may re ceive the things 
done in his body, ac cord ing to what he hath done,
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PREFACE
Carl Olof Rosenius oc cu pies a place in the his tory of

Swe den sim i lar to that oc cu pied by John Wes ley in Eng -
land, John Knox in Scot land, Chris tian Scriver in Ger -
many, and Hans Niel sen Hauge in Nor way.    In the day of
these holy men of God, ra tio nal ism, externalism and
worldiness threat ened the life of the Church, even as they
do this day.  As or tho doxy sank into orthodoxism; as the
Spirit was quenched by the let ter; as the spir i tual life of the 
Church was be ing choked by forms and or di nances, God
raised up liv ing wit nesses to trans late pro fes sion into
prac tice, to call men to re pen tance, to faith in the aton ing
blood of the Son of God, and to a new walk of life after the
Spirit.

Like the proph ets of old, they de manded truth in the
in ward parts.  They fear lessly de nounced the sins of their

day and gen er a tion.  Their tes ti mony has come down
through later gen er a tions and, please God, it shall ring in
the ears of men to the end of time.  Their ser mons and
other writ ings have been a leaven which today is as ef fec -
tive for the con ver sion and spir i tual sta bi li za tion of men as 
ever it was in the day of their au thors’ earthly pil grim age. 
“The words that I speak unto you,” says Christ, “they are
spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63).  Men die and pass
away, but the words of Christ live and shall never pass
away.

Excerpt taken from a “Preface” in the book: 
“A Faithful Guide to Peace with God” by C. O. Rosenius

Used by permission of the Board of Parish Education –
The Association of Free Lutheran Congregations

whether it be good or bad.  “Know ing there the ter ror of
the Lord, we per suade men.” II Cor. 5:10, 11.  “For this
is good and ac cept able in the sight of God our Sav iour;
Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the
knowl edge of the truth. For there is one God, and one
me di a tor be tween God and men, the man Christ Je sus. 
“Who gave him self a ran som for all, to be tes ti fied in due 
time.” I Tim. 2:3-6.  “The Lord is not slack con cern ing
his prom ise, as some men count slack ness; but is long suf -
fer ing to us ward, not will ing that any should per ish, but
that all should come to re pen tance.” II Pet. 3:9.  “He that 
hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of
God hath not life.” 1 John 5:12.  “And who so ever was
not found writ ten in the book of life was cast into the lake
of fire.”  Rev. 20:15.  “But the fear ful, and un be liev ing,
and the abom i na ble, and mur der ers, and whoremongers, 
and sor cer ers, and idol a ters, and all li ars, shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brim -
stone: which is the sec ond death.” Rev. 21:8.

The Mag ni tude of Our Soul-Win ning, 
Mis sion ary Man date!

A lot of peo ple, in clud ing some Bi ble-be liev ing
Chris tians, sim ply do not get the pic ture.  They are play -
ing church and act ing as though there is no hurry about
our evan ge lis tic agenda.

We file past the cas ket of a de parted loved one, and,
in an at tempt to be com fort ing, we say, “He is no lon ger
suf fer ing,” or, “He is at rest now.”  If the per son died un -
saved, that is an un truth, a lie! 

No earthly suf fer ing can com pare to the eter nal tor -
ments of a Hell!

“But what if they had no op por tu nity to be saved?”

we rea son!  “They never heard the gos pel mes sage,” we
plead.  Lis ten to me and, please, lis ten care fully!

What do you think the Gos pel is all about?  What is
the deal with the Great Com mis sion (Matt. 28:19, 20;
Acts 1:8).  What is the cause we serve?  What is the man -
date for the New Tes ta ment church?

Do we not un der stand that the wit ness we bear is so
vi tal as to be the dif fer ence be tween Heaven and Hell for
many peo ple?

If we do not get the mes sage to them, they re main
lost, un saved and con demned to an ev er last ing Hell.

When the road is dark and the bridge is out, does it
mat ter whether or not we stop traf fic?  It mat ters so
much, that if we do not do it, some peo ple will be dead
be fore morn ing!

When the food is con tam i nated with poi son and we
do not make it known, are we not held ac count able for
the deaths that re sult?

When the house is on fire, are we at lib erty to ig nore
it?

The Con clu sions Are Ob vi ous!

As we take a look at what the Bi ble says, there can be 
no doubt as to the sta tus of those who have not the Sav -
iour.  We can not es cape the con clu sion that those who
have not heard can not es cape the judg ment of God!

We also must come to grips with the re spon si bil ity
that has been given to us to get the mes sage to them.

There are un told mil lions of peo ple in our world
who, as yet, re main un told.

Taken from ‘Sword of the Lord’.



The Holy Law Of God
We know that the Law is good, if a man use it

law fully  (I Tim o thy 1:8.)

DOCTOR SWEBELIUS says: “The Law is fairly
well known by na ture; the Gos pel, how ever, is a mys tery
con cealed from rea son.”  This is true, and strik ingly ex -
pressed.  And yet the great est mis ap pre hen sion and mis -
use of the Law are fre quently found within the bounds of
Chris ten dom, a mis ap pre hen sion and a mis use which ren -
der the whole Law and the en tire Word of God with out
power and ben e fit, thereby de stroy ing souls in their help -
less ness.  By the gra cious as sis tance of God, we shall con -
sider the grav est of these misapprehensions and misuses.

We do not speak of the despisers of the Law, whose
con dem na tion is swift and eas ily un der stood.  For ev ery -
body un der stands well enough that God does not ad mit
into His heaven such as are not only sin ful, but also
contemners of His holy will.  What is the Law but the will
of God?  He who de spises the will of God de spises God,
and surely no one has ever found a sin gle prom ise that
God would be mer ci ful to those who de spise Him.  You
may be weak and sin ful; you may have trans gressed the
Law of God, yet His mercy is great enough to for give your 
sin and guilt for the sake of Christ.  But if you de spise God
and His will, not even try ing to love and obey Him, how
can you ex pect that such ut ter con tempt of God and His
Word shall be for given?  How can you be lieve that you are 
on the way to heaven?  Stop a moment and consider.

We have, then, a mat ter be fore us which may not be
brushed aside as of no im por tance.  It is a mat ter which in -
volves the eter nal des tiny of your soul.  We shall soon dis -
cover, how ever, that it is not enough to re spect the Law of
God and to make some sort of use of it.  What is re quired
is, that we use it “law fully,” that is, rightly, or as God
wants us to use the Law.  

The Apos tle Paul writes con cern ing his breth ren in Is -
rael, that “they have a zeal of God, but not ac cord ing to
knowl edge” (Romans 10:2); that they “fol lowed af ter the
Law of righ teous ness” (Romans 9:31); that “they go about to 
es tab lish their own righ teous ness” (Romans 10:3); but that
for their sakes he had “great heavi ness and con tin ual sor -
row” in his heart (Romans 9:2), and that he could wish him -
self “ac cursed from Christ for my breth ren, my kins men
ac cord ing to the flesh” (Romans 9:3), if thereby they might
be saved.  What, then, was the fault with Is rael?  The fault
was, the apos tle says, that “when Mo ses was read, the veil
was upon their heart” (2 Co rin thi ans 3:15), so that “they went 
about to es tab lish their own righ teous ness” (Romans 10:3). 
“But Is rael, which fol lowed af ter the Law of righ teous -
ness, have not at tained to the Law of righ teous ness”

(Romans 9:31).  They did not per mit the Law to serve them
by con demn ing them, con vict ing them, driv ing them to
Christ: they made the Law a way of sal va tion.  They failed
to un der stand the pur pose of the Law and as a re sult, made
a wrong use of the Law. 

The es sen tial pur pose of the Law is to arouse and
drive sin ners to Christ, who is “the end of the Law for
righ teous ness to ev ery one that be liev eth” (Romans 10:4). 
“For what the Law could not do, in that it was weak
through the flesh, God send ing His own Son in the like ness 
of sin ful flesh, and for sin, con demned sin in the flesh”
(Romans 8:3).  “He that hath the Son hath life, and he that
hath not the Son hath not life” (John 5:12).  “Where fore the
Law is our school mas ter to bring us unto Christ” (Galatians

3:24).  Such is the pur pose of God’s holy Law.  The Law is
a Boanerges, a son of thun der (Mark 3:17), who in deed
does not bap tize with Spirit and with fire, but with “the
Bap tism of re pen tance,” thus pre sent ing unto the Lord a
well-pre pared peo ple.  The Law is the prison-house
wherein “we were kept un der the Law, shut up unto the
faith which should af ter wards be re vealed” (Galatians

3:23-24).
This, then, is the first, great est and most dan ger ous

mis use of the Law.  It ren ders the en tire Law use less.  It
misses its pur pose al to gether.  When the Law is thus made
use less, “when the salt has lost his sa vor” (Mat thew 5:13),
where with shall souls be aroused and hum bled?  When the 
heart has no ex pe ri ence of the power of the Law to its
abase ment, the Gos pel also re mains in ef fec tive; Christ,
with all His merit, re mains in ef fec tive.  For “they that be
whole need not a phy si cian, but the sick” (Mat thew 9:12),

that is to say, they that have been made sick through the
harsh do min ion of the Law.  But when both Law and Gos -
pel, that is, the whole Word of God, no lon ger ex ert any in -
flu ence upon the hu man heart, the soul is hope lessly lost;
it can not be saved…

Taken from “A Faithful Guide to Peace with God” 
by C. O. Rosenius

Used by permission of the Board of Parish Education –
The Association of Free Lutheran Congregations
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Talking about someone behind their
back won’t do them any good.  

Praying for someone behind their
back will.



From Our Fellowship Circle

EW Story City, IA
Thank you for your timely ar ti cles.  We need them.  God
Bless!

ES Wanamingo, MN
May you have a Blessed New Year as you con tinue to send 
out the news in the Morn ing Glory.  It is a won der ful pa per 
to re ceive each month…

It looks nice and white where there has not been any driv -
ing and it is also nice and sunny here this morn ing.

Ed i tor’s Note: Isa. 1:18 “Come now, and let us rea son to -
gether, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scar let, they
shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crim son, 
they shall be as wool.”

A& D H Twin Val ley, MN
We re ally like the Morn ing Glory. … We don’t want you
to stop print ing this!  Gift en closed.

In Christ Je sus.

DM Fergus Falls, MN
My hus band died Dec. 21st.  He al ways en joyed your pub -
li ca tion.  I’m en clos ing this me mo rial in his honor.

DL Badger, IA
Greet ings from the Sunday School…We are send ing
money to help keep the Morn ing Glory com ing so we can
read the good writ ing you print.   In Christ, DL

EME Moorhead, MN
In a world of tur moil God says “Be still and know that I
am God.”  Ps. 46:10  

Be cause of Je sus, ...Gift en closed.

MB LeRoy, MN
We need good read ing.  Keep up the good work.  We en joy 
the pa per.

R&S W Bottineau, ND
Dear Friends in Christ,

Thank you, for your ser vice for the Lord.  We ap pre ci ate
your firm stand in your ar ti cles.

JT Welch, MN
En closed is a check of…to help with the print ing of the
Morn ing Glory.  In the name of Je sus.

KT Livingston, NJ
Find en closed a check for…Please con tinue to send re -
new als to…They are well used and a great bless ing.

God bless you all.
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SIN

Sin is de ceit ful.  It prom ises plea sure; it
gives pain.  It of fers life and gives death.  It
opens out as bright as the morn ing; it
closes as dark as night.

It is a beast of prey.  Un der a vel vet paw, it
con ceals a claw with which it wounds and
lac er ates those who would stroke it.

In ev ery sin, there is the seed of an other
sin.  It is self-prop a gat ing.  It roots it self in
the soul of the sin ner, un til it has used up
ev ery bit of good soil in the soul.

It cor rupts his na ture, per verts his tastes,
weak ens his will and scars his con science.

And with each evil deed, in cli na tions to -
wards evil be come stron ger and stron ger,
un til he “can not cease from sin” (II Pet. 2:14)
and the sin ner is con sumed by his own
lusts.

Sin, a  very prom is ing em ployer – and a
ter ri ble pay mas ter.

Charles A. Jeffries



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Full-Scale Replica of Noah’s Ark Coming
to Kentucky Theme Park

Noah may have taken 400 years to build the ark, but
in ves tors of a new bib li cal theme park in north ern Ken -
tucky plan to rep li cate a full-scale model in un der 36
months.

The com pletely wooden ark, which would mea sure
500-feet (long), 75-feet wide and 45-feet high, is slated to
be un veiled in spring 2014 as one of the at trac tions of the
pro posed $150 mil lion Ark En coun ter theme park. …

“We are all very pos i tive ini tially about this ap pli ca -
tion.  We don’t re ally forsee any prob lems in get ting it ap -
proved,” said (Gov er nor) Bashear at a press con fer ence on 
(De cem ber 1) an nounc ing the venture. …

“The law does n’t al low us to dis crim i nate the sub ject
mat ter of theme parks as long as it’s le gal and in good
taste.” …

Mark Looy, spokes man for An swers in Gen e sis and
Cre ation Mu seum, told the Chris tian Post on (De cem ber
2) that the ark will be a form of bib li cal “edutainment” that 
will help the min is try teach oth ers about the his tory of the
world ac cord ing to the Bible.

“We are at tempt ing to show our vis i tors that the ac -
counts in the Bi ble about Cre ation, the Flood, the Tower of 
Ba bel and Christ com ing to earth are his tor i cal ac counts,”
said Looy, cofounder of Cre ation Mu seum, which de picts
a lit eral six-day cre ation model of the earth, be gin ning
about 6,000 years ago.…

Katherine T. Phan for ChristianPost.com

Ted Turner Proposes One-Child Policy
Like China

Ted Turner, the founder of CNN, called on world lead -
ers …to ad dress the global warm ing cri sis by dras ti cally
re duc ing the num ber of peo ple on the planet.

Main tain ing that the very fu ture of hu man ity was at
stake, Turner urged im me di ate ac tion: “If we’re go ing to
be here (as a spe cies) 5,000 years from now, we’re not go -
ing to do it with seven bil lion peo ple,” said Turner, who
went on to pro pose the im me di ate adop tion of a global
one-child policy.

Turner makes it clear that he is not pro pos ing that an
un planned preg nancy be viewed as a crim i nal act, and
women who vi o late his one-child pol icy should not be
forced to have abor tions and ster il iza tions.  In fact, he
flatly de nies that such things hap pen in China at all, in -

stead claim ing that the Beijing re gime has en forced the
pol icy “with out, as far as I can see, Draconian steps.”

Ac cord ing to Ste ven W. Mosher, pres i dent of the Pop -
u la tion Re search In sti tute and in ter na tion ally rec og nized
China ex pert, this no tion is absurd.   

“In his panic about global warm ing, Turner ap par -
ently has n’t looked very far,” says Mosher, “for Dra co -
nian is pre cisely what China’s forced-pace pop u la tion
con trol is.  I know.  I have spent three de cades study ing it.”

The Chi nese pop u la tion con trol po lice don’t merely
‘en cour age peo ple to have one child,’ as Turner says,”
Mosher con tin ues.  “They ar rest women for the crime of
be ing preg nant with an il le gal child, they sub ject them to
de ten tion with out trial, and they forc ibly abort them if
they don’t ‘vol un tarily con sent’ to an abortion.”

Mosher goes on to as sert that a so-called “vol un tary”
pop u la tion con trol pro gram sim ply does n’t ex ist.  They
are en tirely ‘vol un tary’ un til some one re fuses to sub mit to
the knife,” Mosher con tin ues “at which time the pre tense
of ‘vol un ta rism’ is aban doned, threats start be ing made,
and forced sterilizations follow.” 

“CNN has re ported such sto ries be fore,” Mosher con -
cludes.  “But ap par ently Ted Turner does n’t even watch
the news net work that he founded.”

Christian Newswire

Ex-Muslim Says Islam Is Intolerant and
Dangerous

Though most Mus lims are tol er ant and peace-lov ing,
Is lam it self is not a re li gion of tol er ance, a for mer Mus lim
asserted.

Well-known ac tiv ist and au thor Ayaan Hirsi Ali made
the ar gu ment re cently at the Na tional Press Club, as se cu -
rity guards stood in the back of the ball room.  An out spo -
ken critic of Is lam, Hirsi Ali has been liv ing un der a fatwa, 
a re li gious rul ing, or in this case an or der to kill, for years.

The So mali na tive ad dressed the ques tion, “Is Is lam a
Re li gion of Tol er ance?” to high light the po lit i cal di men -
sion of the widely prac ticed faith.

“I’m frus trated with the con tin u ous be lief and, I think, 
self-de lu sion that Is lam is only a re li gion,” she said. “Is -
lam is more than a re li gion.  It does have a spir i tual di men -
sion…but there is an other di men sion to Is lam – a po lit i cal
dimension.”…

…Mu ham mad de fined the state of peace and tol er -
ance as a mo ment when the en tire world sub mits to Al lah
and em braces Is lam, said Hirsi Ali, who fled from her
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Mus lim fam ily and an ar ranged mar riage in her early
twen ties and sought asy lum in the Netherlands.  

“That word ‘peace,’ tol er ant’ is not de fined in Is lam as 
you de fine it in the West,” she clar i fied. “It does n’t mean
ceasefire or com pro mise.  That’s tem po rary.

“In Is lam, the way to achieve peace is through set tle -
ment, ji had, and the in sti tu tion of sharia (Is lamic law),”
she ex plained.

And be fore the state of uni ver sal Islamization, “it is
the duty of ev ery Mus lim male to wage war –  not just by
car ry ing weap ons but by preach ing and per suad ing,” she
added.

“The prop o si tion that Is lam is tol er ant is not only fal -
la cious, but it’s also dan ger ous,” Hirsi Ali un der scored…

While U.S. policymakers fo cus their at ten tion on
armed mi li tias such as Al-Qaeda and Hamas, other groups
such as the Mus lim Broth er hood and nongovermental or -
ga ni za tions -which have “post poned” vi o lence and cho -
sen a method of preach ing, set tling and slowly in fil trat ing
- are be ing over looked…she noted.

“The idea that Is lam is (of) peace, tol er ant and com -
pat i ble with West ern po lit i cal the ory and val ues, I think,
seems to be use ful more as a strat egy and not as a pur suit
of the truth,” she main tained…

“Noth ing,” she said, “an gers Mus lim elites more than
the crit i cism of Is lam.  Un like….other faith groups, Mus -
lims do not ap pre ci ate the ques tion ing of the moral per fec -
tion of the Quran and Mu ham mad.”

ChristianPost.com

Christians Bringing Values into Voting
Booth

New find ings show that the 2010 mid-term elec tions
saw the high est Chris tian voter turn out ever.

“We had a very high Chris tian voter turn out two years
ago, but they did not bring their val ues with them,” ex -
plains Da vid Barton, founder and pres i dent of Wall -
Builders, which is an or ga ni za tion that sup ports the moral, 
re li gious and con sti tu tional foun da tion on which Amer ica
was built …

“You (clearly) have Chris tians show ing up.  Not only
did they show up this time; they ac tu ally brought their val -
ues with them,” Barton notes.  “And not only did they
bring their val ues – they voted their val ues.”

But de spite the mas sive in crease in voter turn out, he
la ments that none of the na tional news out lets cov ered

how so cially con ser va tive this year’s elec tion was.  “It’s
all been a fo cus on eco nomic is sues…All that’s fine, but
it’s re ally the so cial is sues that just ab so lutely flour ished
in this elec tion,” (he)…points out.

OneNewsNow.com
Ed i tor’s Note:  Ev ery vote/voter is im por tant: Each

vote makes a dif fer ence!  Thank GOD for the priv i lege
and re spon si bil ity!  II CHRONICLES 7:14 is the real
An swer!

Street Preacher Sues City Officials Over
Unconstitutional Noise Ordinance

The Rutherford In sti tute has filed a first Amend ment
law suit in fed eral court against the City of Winchester, its
po lice chief and an other po lice of fi cer, charg ing that the
city’s noise or di nance, which pro hib its sounds that “an -
noy” or “dis turb” oth ers, is un con sti tu tional.  The case
arose out of events that tran spired dur ing the 2010 Ap ple
Blos som Fes ti val in which a Chris tian street preacher was
pre vented from preach ing about his re li gious be liefs on a
pub lic side walk af ter a pass erby com plained that he felt
“uncomfortable” with the message…

“The First Amend ment does not per mit free speech to
be con di tioned upon how oth ers feel about the mes sage,”
said John W. White head, pres i dent of the Rutherford In sti -
tute.  “We can not stand idly by while lo cal gov ern ment of -
fi cials bully cit i zens out of ex er cis ing their First
Amendment rights.”

…Un der the city’s noise or di nance, sounds that “an -
noy” or “dis turb” others are pro hib ited.  

The Rutherford Institute News

Presbyterians Teetering on the Brink of
Catastrophic Changes 

In the com ing months, min is ters and el ders in all 173
pres by teries of the Pres by te rian Church (USA) will vote
on a se ries of amend ments to the PCUSA con sti tu tion…

Amend ment 10-A would re move from (the) Book of
Or der the ex pec ta tion that church of fi cers prac tice “fi del -
ity within the cov e nant of mar riage be tween a man and a
woman, or chas tity in sin gle ness.”…Amend ment 10-2
would in sert…a 1980s man i festo for left ist lib er a tion
theology.         

Presbyterian Action E-Newsletter

9



How Do You Perceive God?
“See now that I, I am He, and there is no god besides Me; I kill, and I make alive; I wound,

and I heal: neither is there any that can deliver out of My hand.” (Deut. 32:39)

There are many preach ing to day that God is love. 
This is cer tainly a truth from Scrip ture which says, “God
is love.” (I Jn. 4:8)  But to pro claim that as the only as pect
of God is to only pres ent one side of a coin or to pres ent a
half-truth.  God is also holy and just and, as such, He will
pun ish ev ery form of sin which man kind com mits.  This
even in cludes kill ing peo ple, as God states in the above
Scrip ture, “I kill.”  This may sound harsh to the mod ern
mind, but it is still the truth of Scrip ture, and part of who
God is and what He does.

Af ter all, God de stroyed the en tire pop u la tion of the
earth in Noah’s day with the ex cep tion of just eight peo -
ple.  “And be hold I, even I, am bring ing the flood of wa ter
upon the earth, to de stroy all flesh in which is the breath of 
life, from un der heaven; ev ery thing that is on the earth
shall per ish.” (Gen. 6:13)  We are not told how many peo ple 
there were, but it had been ap prox i mately 1,500 years
since Adam for peo ple to mul ti ply, so it must have been a
size able num ber.  It was n’t that these peo ple just hap pened 
to drown, this flood came di rectly from God to kill them. 
In this in stance, God killed an en tire civ i li za tion.

God also de stroyed en tire ar mies.  When Mo ses and
the chil dren of Is rael went out from Egypt, Pha raoh had a
change of heart and sent his army to de stroy them.  God
made a way for Is rael to make it through the Red Sea on
dry ground, but just when Pha raoh’s army was in the midst 
of the sea, God wiped out the whole lot of them.  “The
Lord is a war rior; The Lord is His name.  Pha raoh’s char i -
ots and his army He has cast into the sea; and the choic est
of his of fi cers are drowned in the Red Sea.” (Ex. 14:3-4) 

Just one stroke by God took the lives of an en tire army. 
This hap pened right af ter God killed the first-born of ev -
ery home in Egypt.

This as pect of God kill ing peo ple is car ried over into
the New Tes ta ment as well.  Je sus said, “But I will warn
you whom to fear:  Fear Him, whom af ter HE HAS
KILLED, has the power also to cast into hell, yes, I tell
you, Fear Him!” (Lk. 12:5)  Je sus states that God not only
kills peo ple, but also casts them into hell af ter ward!  In
just this one verse, Je sus em phat i cally re peats twice that
we are to fear God be cause of what He can and will do to
us.  This ad mo ni tion is given to Je sus’ dis ci ples, not the
hea then.  Thus, part of the Chris tian’s re la tion ship to God
is to fear Him be cause He kills and judges af ter ward with
an eter nal judg ment in a flam ing in ferno.  It is not Sa tan
that we are to fear, it is God.

When we re al ize this part of God, it puts life in a
proper per spec tive.  The Tsu nami of 2004 or the at tack on
the Trade Tow ers of 9/11 take on a whole new perspective.  
Whether you believe that God was directly re spon si ble for 
these events, or did noth ing to keep them from hap pen ing,
the end re sult is the same:  God was di rectly re spon si ble
for tak ing the lives of these peo ple.  God is still sov er eign
over ev ery thing and ev ery one, for not even a spar row falls 
to the ground (dies) with out God’s per mis sion.

For tu nately, the Scrip ture above tell us that the same
God who kills is also the same God who makes alive.  Ev -
ery liv ing thing in this world is alive be cause of God’s giv -
ing of life.  God is also the One who gives spir i tual life to
dead sin ners who are un der His wrath and headed for His
judg ment.  God in Christ took God’s own wrath and pun -
ish ment on the Cross!  The very pun ish ment of death and
hell that each one of us de serves is what Je sus took for us
on Calvary.  This is the great est dem on stra tion of love that
God has for you:  the cru ci fix ion of Je sus for your sins.  In
so do ing, God’s judg ment of death is fully vindicated and
God has an in no cent sub sti tute to bear His wrath.  Now
sin ful man kind can be de clared righ teous in God’s sight
through re pen tance of sin and faith in Je sus.  Regardless of 
when God de cides to end our lives in this world, we will
be ac cepted in the Be loved and go to heaven to love and
serve God for ever and ever.

So how are we to perceive God?  He is a holy, just and
even fierce God who judges all wrong, AND He is our
lov ing heav enly Fa ther who loves and cares for His own
and for gives sin ners who come to Christ.  We must keep
BOTH of these as pects of God pres ent all the time, which
means we live in both the Fear and Love of God all our
lives.  I feel this proper bal ance of un der stand ing God is
what the mod ern Seeker Sen si tive/Contemporary move -
ments have aban doned.

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN
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“He has shown thee, O Man, what is Good
and what the Lord requires of thee, but to do
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly

with thy God.” (Micah 6:8)



Living as a Witness

By Pas tor Harland Helland,
Fergus Falls, MN

You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill
can not be hid den.  Nei ther do peo ple light a

lamp and put it un der a bowl, In stead they put it
on its stand, and it gives light to ev ery one in the

house.  (Mat thew 5:14-15)

LIVING!  We spend an en tire life time ex plor ing it.  In
my youn ger years, liv ing con sisted of an abun dance of
cook ies, rid ing my pony and lis ten ing to Bi ble Sto ries.  I
es pe cially loved to hear about the great ness of God.  But
this list changed dur ing my teen age years.  Then I thought
liv ing would be about ma te rial things - es pe cially plenty
of money.  There was also a real in ter est in fun and any -
thing that made me happy.  No doubt about it, that which
per tained to Harland Helland be came more important all
the time.

Then I had a sud den test ing of my phi los o phy of life. 
Out in the field one day my Dad and I came across two
bod ies.  We knew this cou ple.  They seemed to have ev -
ery thing that a per son would strive to ob tain in this life. 
But as the man wrote in the later-dis cov ered note, he felt
life was no lon ger worth liv ing.  For the first time in my
life I asked my self, “What am I liv ing for?  What is the
great est joy in my life?  What dif fer ence has my life made
for the good of others?”

How I thank God for Chris tian fam ily, friends and
church that brought me into the Word of God.  How thank -
ful I am to God for the Holy Spirit who opened my eyes to
1 John 1:9, “If we con fess our sins, he is faith ful and just
and will for give us our sins and pu rify us from all un righ -
teous ness.”  As an 18-year-old, I ac knowl edged my sin
and was thrilled to know, on the ba sis of God’s Word, that
I was a child of God and it was my priv i lege to have Him
guide and di rect my life.  The only prob lem was that it
seemed God was call ing me to en ter the min is try.  I took a
quick in ven tory of my gifts for this call ing and rea soned
that I could plant corn but I lacked the qual i fi ca tions to be
a pas tor.  I had been so busy farm ing with my dad that I
only had an eighth-grade ed u ca tion, and I was al most 19
years old.  Again God made it clear to me that He never
called peo ple into the ministry without equipping them.  

Ten years later, af ter go ing to high school and col lege,
I grad u ated from Lu theran Breth ren Sem i nary.  Ten years
in the books had been good for me.  But most im por tant of
all, I had seen time and time again the value of know ing

other dis ci ples for Je sus Christ.  They helped me so much
to trust in God.  They taught me as a young per son the im -
por tance of liv ing a life di rected by the Holy Spirit.  

In my 55 years in the min is try I saw how im por tant it
was for con gre ga tions, fam i lies and in di vid u als to live
their lives as wit nesses and dis ci ples of Je sus Christ.  A
wit ness is one who has seen or knows some thing and is
there fore com pe tent to give ev i dence con cern ing it.  A dis -
ci ple is a per son who ac cepts and fol lows a teacher or a
doc trine.  What a per fect out line for a fruitful and happy
life!

Let me share with you a few sto ries of the joy of wit -
ness ing for Christ.  These sto ries are true but the names
and places have been changed for rea sons of con fi den ti al -
ity.   

John was a boy eight years of age.  A fam ily who were
char ter mem bers of a new home mis sion church had in -
vited him to church and Sunday school.  He at tended faith -
fully along with his younger brother and sis ter.  They were 
so ex cited about the Gos pel and were so con cerned for
their par ents – won der ful peo ple, but not in ter ested in liv -
ing for the Lord.  John would al ways ask for prayer for his
par ents.  Those prayers were an swered and his par ents be -
came the first of three gen er a tions who have been ac tively
in volved in the work of the Kingdom of God.   

Wit ness ing is for all ages.  Grandma John son was a
widow in her sev en ties liv ing on a very mea ger in come. 
She had very few earthly pos ses sions but she was so
happy and thank ful for God’s great plan of Sal va tion.  Her
yard was of ten filled with lit tle wag ons, tri cy cles and
scoot ers be long ing to lit tle chil dren.  They came to
Grandma John son’s and sat on her liv ing room floor lis -
ten ing to Bi ble sto ries that she made so liv ing and real. 
Grandma would also bring a plate of cook ies and a mean -
ing ful Bi ble verse to any one sick in the neigh bor hood. 
God used Grandma’s evan ge lis tic pro gram to bless young
and old alike.  What a won der ful rec ipe for a happy and
worthwhile retirement!

As the re sult of an in vi ta tion to church, a young cou -
ple and their daugh ter started com ing to Sunday school
and wor ship ser vices.  They came search ing for an swers –
the wife was very de pressed.  They joined a Bi ble class
and the Holy Spirit brought them to a place of com mit -
ment to the Lord.  The woman’s first con cern was that she
could not wit ness.  She had heard about this and did not
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feel she could do it.  We shared with her that she could just
ask the Lord to use her and make her will ing as the op por -
tu nity arose, and she came to rest in this.  One day, as we
stopped by her house, she was very ex cited to tell us that
the neigh bors had no ticed that she has such new-found
peace.  They were com ing by and won der ing what was go -
ing on.  She pro ceeded to tell them about her com mit ment
to the Lord and the peace He had given her.  As she told us
about the third neigh bor, we could n’t help but smile.  We
pointed out to her that she had been wit ness ing.  She in -
vited all three neigh bors to at tend church, and they came. 
God asks us to be faith ful as He places sit u a tions be fore
us.  We have the won der ful priv i lege of shar ing the Mes -
sage.  The Holy Spirit does the calling.

God has not prom ised that be ing a wit ness for Him is
al ways an easy road.  Some times He leads us on roads that
are dif fi cult, but we have the as sur ance that He is al ways
with us.

One of our pas tors had in vited his neigh bors to visit
his newly es tab lished church, but the young cou ple had ig -
nored his in vi ta tion.  One cold, rainy Sat ur day the pas tor
came home about nine o’clock.  It was the kind of eve ning
when it would feel so good to sit down in a warm house
and re lax.  As the pas tor got out of his car to open the ga -
rage door, his neigh bor – who shared the same drive way –
crawled out from un der his parked car.  This man was hav -
ing trou ble in stall ing a new muf fler.  He was very lim ited
in his car re pair skills and was learn ing that what is eas ily
taken apart does not al ways go back to gether so eas ily.  In
fact he was com pletely stumped.  The pas tor had knowl -
edge of me chan ics suf fi cient to take care of this sit u a tion. 
Af ter putt ing on his work clothes he crawled un der the
neigh bor’s car and com pleted the muf fler in stal la tion. 
The pas tor and con gre ga tion were more than de lighted
when the sec ond-rate me chanic and his fam ily were in
church the next day.  As time went on this fam ily not only
ex pe ri enced the mighty power of the Gos pel but they also
became involved in the ministries of the church.

We can make wit ness ing so com pli cated.  We don’t
get started be cause we feel we lack the tal ent and gifts to
share the good news with oth ers.  Why not share your bur -
den with other dis ci ples?  Per haps you can find strength in
a team ef fort?  God alone can save peo ple, but we have the
priv i lege of be ing a part of His great work by be ing his
dis ci ples and witnesses.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own un der stand ing; in all your ways ac knowl edge
Him and He will di rect your paths” (Prov erbs 3:5-6).   

Taken from ‘Faith and Fellowship’ 
with their permission

Ed i tor’s Note:  Hans Neilsen Hauge was asked/chal -
lenged how he thought he could be used of the LORD
preach ing God’s Word.  His re sponse was; “Then He said
to them, ‘Fol low Me, and I will make you fish ers of men.’”
Mat thew 4:19.  He went on to say that, “…at the least, God 
could use an un learned farmer to plant the seed, and he
had prom ised obe di ence to the Holy Spirit and that he was 
try ing to ful fill!”

In ter est ing, in Mat thew 5:14-15, Je sus does not say
you shall be come ‘light’; but are – speak ing to peo ple
who are truly “born again”!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“For in time of trou ble he shall hide me in his pa vil -
ion.”  Ps. 27:5.

In this world we shall have trou ble, so the Lord told
His fol low ers.  Most of the Chris tians learn to know Him
best in time of trou ble.  He hides us in Him; He holds us
fast so that we will not fall, or be a stum bling block to
those who are weaker in the faith than we are.  

Long ago, in the year 325 A.D., there was a meet ing of 
the Chris tians in a place called Nicea.  About five hun dred
peo ple were at this meet ing.  Of these about two hun dred
could walk on only one leg.  They had been forced up
against a stone wall where their en e mies had bro ken the
bones in one leg.  The en e mies thought this would make
them turn from the Lord, but these Chris tians would rather 
go on one leg than to give up their Lord.  They were men
of the Cross of Christ, and they went on in obe di ence for
Him.  Christ was their strength, and their hid ing place.

A mother, who lived in one room with her many chil -
dren, had no pri vacy for prayer.  But that did not stop her
from pray ing.  She taught her chil dren that, when they saw 
her with her apron over her head, they would know that
she was at prayer.  They were quiet when they saw her in
this at ti tude.  Prayer was this mother’s pa vil ion.  

Do you know the Lord as your per sonal Sav iour, so
you can go to Him in trou ble?  If you do, He will hide you
in His pa vil ion.

Dear Lord, we want Thee to be our hid ing place.  We
want to know that we will be abid ing un der the shadow of
the Al mighty when our days on earth are over.  In Je sus’
name.  Amen.

Taken from the Devotional Book: “Altar Steps”
by Pastor R. P. Haakonson

Ed i tor’s Note:  We have this splen did year-long de vo -
tional book and it can be yours for a sug gested five dol lar
do na tion plus one dol lar for ship ping and han dling.
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A BETTER LIFE
How to Live It Ac cord ing to the Epis tle to the He brews

By Sam uel Miller

Pref ace

The Epis tle to the He brews pres ents a won der ful ex al -
ta tion of our Lord Je sus Christ which is es pe cially ap pli ca -
ble to our own day and age.  Here is God’s own rem edy for 
skep ti cism and un be lief and for ev ery weak ness and sin
which might be set the Christian.

In this Let ter the Holy Spirit con tin u ally brings the
back slider and sin ner into the pres ence of a holy God to
show him the aw ful con se quences of con tin u ing in the
way of sin.  “It is a fear ful thing to fall into the hands of
the liv ing God.”  “Our God is a con sum ing fire.”  

But the rem edy lies not in our selves but in Christ Je -
sus.  What a mar vel ous pic ture of Christ we have in this
Let ter!  In His per son He is so plainly set forth as the Son
of God who be came flesh.  As the God-Man He ac com -
plished by His death that cleans ing from sin of which all
the Old Tes ta ment sac ri fices had been only a type and
shadow.  

Now since Christ has died there is a new and liv ing
way by which we may come into a sav ing fel low ship with
the holy God Him self.  But Christ not only died for sin. 
Hav ing been brought again from the dead, He has as -
cended and is seated on the right hand of the Maj esty on
high.  The Epis tle to the He brews par tic u larly em pha sizes
the re al ity of our as cended Lord who is our Brother; hav -
ing ex pe ri enced all our temp ta tions, hav ing died for us,
hav ing con quered death, He now lives for ev er more to
make in ter ces sion for us, an in ter ces sion which is
prompted by His great sym pa thetic love for those who,
suf fer ing temp ta tion, look to Him for suc cor and help.  Be -
ing seated on the right hand of God and pos sess ing all the
pow ers of His De ity, He is “able to save to the ut ter most
them that draw near unto God through Him.”

Do we not need such a Sav iour?  And is not this a mes -
sage for a gen er a tion which, hav ing trusted in the knowl -
edge and phi los o phies and plans of man, is re al iz ing its
des per ate help less ness?

Then too, this Let ter shows us the re al ity of the un seen 
world.  What a mes sage for an age of ma te ri al ism!  Here
we see that the great heroes of faith were great in their
lives be cause to them the un seen realm was real and they
were on their way to a more glo ri ous fel low ship with God
in that un seen realm.  By faith in the as cended Christ Je sus 
this can be even still more real to us.  Such a re al iza tion
would be the so lu tion to many an ap par ently im pos si ble
sit u a tion in which we find our selves in this ma te rial uni -

verse of time and space. …
Taken from “A Better Life” by Samuel Miller

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Cross, the Crook,
the Crown

My God, my God why for saken am I?

My Sav iour groaned from the tree.

The ho li ness of God de manded no less,

As He was made sin for me.

The Lord is my Shep herd, I shall not want,

Is my claim on this nar row way;

Through wa ters deep and tri als sore;

His Pres ence has been my stay.

Who is this Sov er eign of glory,

Who has done so much for me?

Tis Je sus, my blessed Re deemer,

Whose face I soon shall see.
S. McEachern/Gospel Folio Press

13

An other Pil grim 
Has gone Home to be with JESUS for all eter -

nity!  Mr. Lester D. Hinderaker ex pe ri enced grad u a -
tion on De cem ber 3, 2010.   Mr. Lester Hinderaker
served on the Board of Di rec tors of the Hauge Lu -
theran Innermission Fed er a tion for a good num ber of
years and, if I am not mis taken, served as Pres i dent of 
the same for some time.  Blessed be his mem ory and
may Psalm 116:15 be a spe cial bless ing and en cour -
age ment to his be loved wife and loved ones:  “Pre -
cious in the sight of the LORD is the death of His
saints.”



The Miracle Of
Forgiving Grace

INTRODUCTION to the Book let: ‘Hear Him’

The pur pose of these …med i ta tions on Luke 15 is to
help you to find your place at Je sus’ feet.  Mary found it
and Je sus said, “This is the one thing that is need ful.”

He calls it the good part that shall never be taken away 
from you.

Mar tha was trou bled about many things, just like you
and I are to day.  There fore it is so im por tant to sit down
qui etly and hear Him.

Hear Him as He speaks to you through one of the most 
won der ful par a bles of the Bi ble: the lost sheep, the lost
coin and the lost son.  As you lis ten, may you dis cover
whether you are lost or found.

The Mir a cle Of For giv ing Grace

On the way to the fa ther, the youn ger son was plan -
ning what to do; he was go ing to pray ear nestly, sor row
deeply over his sins, and maybe re form, but did not suc -
ceed in any thing.  He failed com pletely to merit sal va tion
by any of his own do ings.  He was far off from sor row ing
over his sins as he should, or pray ing as ear nestly as he
should; in fact, he was noth ing but an un wor thy, lost, con -
demned, hell-de serv ing sin ner.  He de served to be
scolded, rep ri manded; but not a harsh word was said, the
father forgave him all.

Let me say and un der score right now, that this is a
clear ev i dence of a gen u ine con ver sion.  He did n’t find
any thing of him self on which to build his sal va tion.

What mir a cle of amaz ing grace!  As I said be fore, the
whole or der of sal va tion seems to fall apart.  But let us not
for get that it is Christ Him self who is here de scrib ing
God’s mar vel ous grace.  No one knows the Fa ther better
than the Son.  And He says, “That is the way God is.”

What shall we say to these things?  I will say, “Thank
you Lord for giv ing us such a rev e la tion of the Fa ther.”

I have ex pe ri enced and can tes tify that this is the way
He is.  It was the great est sur prise of my life when God met 
me with His free for giv ing grace while I yet was far off.  

God is not fol low ing our pro gram.  We do not ex pe ri -
ence sal va tion step by step so we can fol low the pro cess
with tra di tional, dog matic formulas. 

God in His grace is not sit ting, wait ing, as you and I
imag ine.  No.  He is see ing, run ning, meet ing, re ceiv ing
sin ners right out on the road while they are yet far off.

Praise God!  We can nei ther take mea sure ment of His
sal va tion, nor of His method of sav ing.  Our yard-stick is
dif fer ent from His.

The fa ther kissed the youn ger son even be fore he got
his filthy rags off.  Yes, even be fore he ac tu ally con fessed
his sins.

You will no tice he con fessed his sins af ter he was for -
given.  The fa ther saw the con fes sion of sin in the heart,
be fore it was ex pressed in so many words.  He was so full
of com pas sion and for give ness that He could not wait un -
til the con fes sion reached from the heart to the mouth.

The heav enly Fa ther sees and feels dif fer ently from
us.  At the time we were saved we thought our case was
ab so lutely hope less.  We thought we had to re form, do this 
and that to make us ac cept able to God.  We needed to feel
more re morse, a stron ger de sire, a real con cern, but be fore
we knew it were in the arms of our com pas sion ate and for -
giv ing Father.  

Saved, for given, while yet far off.
This I be lieve is a clear ev i dence of a real con ver sion. 

You do not be lieve that the youn ger son was saved be fore
he got the best robe on, do you?

In deed I do.  He be came alive, a new crea ture when he 
laid there in the arms of his Fa ther.  The Fa ther’s squeeze
and kiss was the out ward sign that he had been for given;
and where there is for give ness there is life and bless ed ness 
forever.  Col. 2:13.

While I was serv ing a church in a town in the south ern
part of Nor way, the door bell rang late one eve ning.  When 
I opened the door five young men stood on the porch.   I
said, “Come in.   It was sure nice to see you, what can I do
for you?”

“Well, we have been com ing to your church the last
two or three months, and we are thor oughly con vinced
that we are lost, con demned sin ners.  We did n’t quite
know what to do, so we de cided to come here to in quire if
you think there is any hope for us.  We can’t even be lieve
that Je sus died for such sin ners as we are.”

I said, “Praise the Lord!  It is only the Holy Spirit that
can show sin ners any thing like that.”  I gave each one a
New Tes ta ment, and I told them to turn to Romans 5, “Let
us read from the 6th verse.  God is talk ing to you here.  He
men tions four classes that Je sus died for.  Who can name
the first?”  “He died for sin ners, yes, for the un godly, for
the weak, for his en e mies.”  That’s right, here we have all
four of them.  Now the ques tion is, do you come in un der
any of these classes?” 

One of them an swered, “I come un der all four.  I am so 
weak I can not in my own strength turn away from sin and
the world to God.  I know I am a sin ner, un godly, and I
have a na ture that is at en mity with God.”  Then I said,
“Well, is n’t this won der ful.  It looks like you have it made.  
You be long to these four classes and Christ died for all,
and there fore you can come just as you are to God through
Je sus Christ and be saved.” 
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Be fore I knew all five of them were on their knees
pray ing and sob bing, and as the Holy Spirit re vealed
Christ and Cal vary they started to smile through their
tears.  When they rose from their knees they were saved
and be came liv ing wit nesses for the Lord.  My, what
power there is in the glo ri ous Gos pel of Je sus Christ.  

Now they could sing:

My hope is built on noth ing less
Than Je sus blood and righ teous ness;
I dare not trust the sweet est frame,
But wholly lean on Je sus name.

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sink ing sand,
All other ground is sink ing sand.

Taken from “Hear Him” by Pastor Lars Stalsbroten

Ed i tor’s Note:  “Who de sires all men to be saved and
to come to the knowl edge of the truth” 1 Tim o thy 2:4.
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UpDate
Tell It Like It Is and may God be Glo ri fied!

Trustingly you and I are blessed and en cour aged
through the ‘ves sel’ called Morn ing Glory and many
oth ers NEED it as well!  Yes, many need (es pe cially
Lu ther ans) such a Chris tian news let ter.  A ‘news let ter’
with great Gos pel preach ing, with Bi ble teach ing, with 
a re vival fa vor, with help on soul win ning and a clear,
strong de fense of the Faith!  Jude 3: “Be loved, while I
was very dil i gent to write to you con cern ing our com -
mon sal va tion, I found it nec es sary to write to you ex -
hort ing you to con tend ear nestly for the faith which
was once for all de liv ered to the saints.” True to the
Word of God, True to the Faith, True in be ing sharp
and plain on the sin ques tion, True in op pos ing mod -
ern ism and world li ness, True in call ing peo ple back to
Bi ble Chris tian ity and chal leng ing them in be ing
TRUE be cause GOD is faith ful and true.  We thus
know that HIS Prom ises are the same! “There fore we
must give the more ear nest heed to the things we have
heard, lest we drift away.  For if the word spo ken
through an gels proved stead fast, and ev ery trans gres -
sion and dis obe di ence re ceived a just re ward, how
shall we es cape if we ne glect so great a salvation”
Hebrews 2:1-3a.

Ev ery is sue of the Morn ing Glory goes far and
wide: The MG goes to ‘many’ of the states of our great
USA.

The MG goes to several for eign coun tries, jails,
col leges, churches, homes, etc.  In other words,  it goes
many places where you and I cannot go nor ever reach!  

Let’s keep on, keep ing on – un til He co mes in a
twin kling of an eye!  (By His Grace – to His Glory!)

Thank You for what you have done and will be do -
ing as ev ery gift and any gift is truly ap pre ci ated!

Jan u ary in come for Morn ing Glory was
approx. $3,687.00

 Ac tual cost of pub lish ing, S. & H. of each is -
sue of the Morn ing Glory is approx. $2,300. 
Other ex penses with the HLIF are in volved as
well.

Thanks again and may the LORD lead, guide
and bless!

AREA HAUGE BIBLE
CONFERENCE 

AT

NY  STAVANGER LUTHERAN CHURCH 

AT

Bux ton, ND

Pas tor Terry Olson, Host Pas tor

April 15-17, 2011 (Fri day eve ning thru Sunday
Noon)

Guest Speak ers: Toby Knutson, Joel Zeltinger
and Pas tor Rodney Steuland

Pray that we will sense the PRESENCE of
God (Sea sons of Re fresh ing from the Pres ence of
the LORD) and that folk with a Spir i tual hun ger
& thirst will at tend!
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HAUGE SPRING BIBLE CONFERENCE

March 18 – 20, 2011 (Fri day eve ning un til Sunday
noon) 
AT Mt. Sion Lu theran Church, Kasson, MN  
Pas tor Lyle Aadahl, Host Pas tor

SCHEDULE:
Fri day, at 7 p.m. – Open ing:  In stru men tal Mu sic and
Singspiration
7:30 p.m. Eve ning Gos pel Ser vice:  Pas tor Willmore
Gundersen, Fergus Falls, MN
Re fresh ments/cof fee fol low ing eve ning ser vice

Sat ur day
8:30 a.m. - 9:15 a.m. – Con ti nen tal Break fast at the
Church  – Hosted by the La dies of Sion Luth.
9:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. – Prayer Time 
10:00 a. m. - 11:00 a.m. – Pas tor Rueben Unseth,
Roch es ter, MN
11:05 a.m. - 12:00 – Rodney Stueland, Dilworth, MN

Noon Meal at the church – Hosted by the La dies of
Sion Luth.

HLIF Board Meet ing dur ing noon break

1:15 p.m. - 2:10 p.m. – Pas tor Willmore Gundersen
2:15 p.m. - 3:10 p.m. – Pas tor Jim Haga, Shoreview, MN
3:10 p.m. - 3:40 p.m. – Re fresh ment/Cof fee Break
3:45 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Tes ti mo nies, Fel low ship,
Hymn/Gos pel Song Singspiration
5:00 p.m. – Sup per at the church – ten ta tive
7:00 p.m. – Eve ning Gos pel Ser vice:  Pas tor Willmore
Gundersen

Re fresh ments/cof fee fol low ing eve ning ser vice

Sunday  (En cour aged to stay & at tend)
Sunday School & Adult Bi ble Class be fore Wor ship
Ser vice 
Wor ship Ser vice (Mt. Sion Lu theran – Kasson) at
10:45 a.m
Pas tor Willmore Gundersen, Guest Speaker
Noon Pot luck Meal at the Church & YOU are very
wel comed as Guest(s).

Wor ship Ser vice (Zion Lu theran – Dex ter) – at 9.00
a.m.
Pas tor Willmore Gundersen, Guest Speaker
Sunday School & Adult Bi ble Class fol low ing

Lodg ing and Res tau rants are very con ve nient in Kasson
for those at tend ing the Hauge Lu theran Spring Bi ble
Con fer ence.  The Mo tel in Kasson is:  Americinn.

Please “PRAYERFULLY” con sider at tend ing & in -
vit ing/bring ing oth ers with YOU!  

“Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one an -
other, And the LORD lis tened and heard them; So a
book of re mem brance was writ ten be fore Him For
those who fear the LORD And who med i tate on His
name.”  Malachi 3:16.  

P. S. IF con ve nient: Please bring ‘good ies’ for ‘re fresh -
ment/cof fee times’.  Thank you!

May we be ‘sen si tive’ in re gards to the Lord’s Pres -
ence!


